
 

Worship at Home : Sunday 10th January 

The Baptism of Christ 

Epiphany Season ↑ 

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 

All   and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Your light springs up for the righteous 

All   and all the peoples have seen your glory. 

 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 

king of the nations, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

your name is proclaimed in all the world. 

As the Sun of Righteousness dawns in our hearts 

anoint our lips with the seal of your Spirit 

that we may witness to your gospel 

and sing your praise in all the earth. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

 

1    O be joyful in the Lord, all the earth;  ♦ 

serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before his presence with a song. 



2    Know that the Lord is God;  ♦ 

it is he that has made us and we are his; 

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3    Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

and his courts with praise;  ♦ 

give thanks to him and bless his name. 

4    For the Lord is gracious; his steadfast love is everlasting,  ♦ 

and his faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Psalm 100 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

This opening prayer may be said 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,[a] 
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; 
    worship the LORD in holy splendour. 
3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
    the God of glory thunders, 
    the LORD, over mighty waters. 



4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
    the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 
    the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
    and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
    the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl,[b] 
    and strips the forest bare; 
    and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 
10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 
    the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
11 May the LORD give strength to his people! 
    May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

Acts 19 verses 1-7 

Paul in Ephesus 

19 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came 
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard 
that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that 
is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 6 When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they spoke in tongues and prophesied— 7 altogether there were about twelve of 
them. 

Canticle 

A Song of the New Jerusalem 

All   Above you the Holy One arises, 

and above you God’s glory appears. 



1    Arise, shine out, for your light has come,  ♦ 

the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 

2    Though night still covers the earth,  ♦ 

and darkness the peoples; 

3    Above you the Holy One arises,  ♦ 

and above you God’s glory appears. 

4    The nations will come to your light,  ♦ 

and kings to your dawning brightness. 

5    Your gates will lie open continually,  ♦ 

shut neither by day nor by night. 

6    The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land,  ♦ 

or ruin and devastation within your borders. 

7    You will call your walls, Salvation,  ♦ 

and your gates, Praise. 

8    No more will the sun give you daylight,  ♦ 

nor moonlight shine upon you; 

9    But the Lord will be your everlasting light,  ♦ 

your God will be your splendour. 

10  For you shall be called the city of God,  ♦ 

the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel. 

Isaiah 60.1-3,11a,18,19,14b 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

All   Above you the Holy One arises, 

and above you God’s glory appears. 

Scripture Reading  Mark 1 verses 4-11 

4 John the baptizer appeared[e] in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean 



countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized 
you with[f] water; but he will baptize you with[g] the Holy Spirit.” 

The Baptism of Jesus 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;[h] with you I am well pleased.” 

Sermon 

Sermon 

In all of our churches the first thing that one sees is the font.  Traditionally fonts are located 
near the entrance door because baptism is the starting point of our journey in faith.  The font 
at Blythburgh still stands on its medieval platform, bashed and defaced, scrubbed clean of 
colour, but still in regular use, its own story tells of the long history of the English people with 
our God.  The font at St Edmund’s boasts the tallest font cover in the country, a 1920s 
attempt to recreate long lost medieval splendour.  Our church fonts remind us of the beauty 
and dignity of our own baptisms, the moment when we were each received into Christ’s own 
flock. 

Today is the festival of the baptism of Christ, when we remember that Jesus was baptized in 

the river Jordan by his cousin John.  What was John's baptism all about, and was it the 

same as our baptism?  In the Old Testament the people of Israel had to cross the river 

Jordan to come into the promised land, to come home to the place that God was calling 

them to.  John baptised people in the River Jordan in order to prepare them for a new 

relationship with God, a new home in Christ Jesus. 

As the Jews looked forward to the coming of the Messiah, there was a sense that the 

messianic age would come with God's purifying judgment; when promises such as the one 

in Ezekiel, ‘I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your 

uncleanness' would be fulfilled.  What John was seemingly saying was that the messianic 

age is about to dawn.  He invited the people to come and be washed, come and repent, 

come and be forgiven - prepare your hearts and amend your lives for the Day of God's 

visitation.  In other words, to become a new people of God, ready for a new age. 

John was being daring and radical.  John, the prophet in the wilderness, not very far from 

Jerusalem itself, administers a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  The temple 

authorities would not have been pleased. Only in the Temple, through priesthood and 

sacrifice, could atonement for sins be made.  Yet here was John saying something new and 

controversial, a direct challenge to the authorities and powers in the land.  To tell the Jewish 

people of Jerusalem that they were dirty and needed washing was a criticism of the ministry 

of the Temple.  It was the Gentiles who were dirty; tax collectors and sinners were dirty; but 



not the people of Temple and Law - they were clean.  Not so, says John.  As the gospel 

writer puts it John points to another; the true light, which enlightens everyone was coming 

into the world. 

The beginning of Mark’s gospel puts it like this; 

4 John the baptizer appeared[e] in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with[f] water; 

but he will baptize you with[g] the Holy Spirit.” 

John's baptism was limited.  It was preparatory; it was concerned with cleansing and 

forgiveness.  It was pointing forward to the coming of Jesus to claim this newly prepared 

people as his own. 

In the baptism of Jesus we see how Jesus submits to John’s baptism of repentance as a 

sign of his messianic vocation to bring reconciliation between God and humanity.  He 

identifies himself with us in our sinfulness, in our need, though he himself was without sin.  In 

addition there is the descent of the Holy Spirit and the voice of the Father: ‘This is my Son, 

the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased'.  This story is about God with us. 

The forgiveness of sins; the gift of the Spirit, the bestowing of a dignity as a beloved child of 

God are all gifts of grace that we receive through Christian baptism. We are washed, we are 

filled with the Spirit, and God says to each of us - because of my one and only Son - 

therefore, you also are my beloved child. And that is the wonderful good news, the gospel for 

today.  Other New Testament images about baptism include, for example, being born again - 

a new spiritual birth from above, being brought from darkness into light; being clothed with 

Christ. St Paul talks about being united with Christ in such a mystical way that his death 

becomes our death, his burial becomes our burial, his rising again becomes our rising again. 

Christ's story becomes our story so that we are re-constituted in him, joined by faith and 

baptism, to those saving events that bring us to salvation. 

Christian baptism is about forgiveness, the Holy Spirit, a magnificent dignity as sons and 

daughters of God, new birth, from darkness to light, and union with Christ's death and 

resurrection.  John's baptism pointed forward to the in-breaking in of the kingdom of God on 

earth as it is in heaven. Christian baptism celebrates our incorporation into the new age of 

the kingdom. 

The old age is seems very present at the moment.  Dark skies, winter storms, national 

lockdown.  There is much darkness around us at the moment.  The Kingdom of God is about 

righteousness and joy, about light shining in the darkness.  The new age is about what 

happens when the Lord is King, when Christ reigns.  In Jesus, the Kingdom comes and the 

blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, and the lepers are cleansed, and poor have 

good news brought to them.  At the start of 2021 those Biblical images might be translated 

into a global healing from coronavirus, a fresh new start, but one in which there are new 



values, a new sense of community, a determination not to repeat the past mistakes that 

contributed to this awfulness, a brave new world. 

We live in a time when the old age that is passing away and the new age which is being 

brought to birth run in parallel.  So baptism for Paul, and the consciousness of being 

baptized, means that we are encouraged - daily - to live as those who belong to the new age 

- ‘Shall we continue in sin? - No, in baptism you died to sin - so that as Christ was raised 

from the dead, so you too should walk in newness of life.  Paul also describes the old age as 

night - a night which is far spent - but nevertheless still is night, darkness; whereas we are 

called to live as children of the day, people of light. 

The trouble is that the radical call of our baptism can easily be lost by familiarity, by the 

pressures of living in this world, the temptations and siren call of the old age that we are 

trying to leave behind, and we settle down into complacency.   

It is helpful therefore to return to our church fonts.  Every Sunday, when we come to church 

service, when this virus is behind us we walk past the font. I encourage us to make that 

weekly walk a deliberate act of walking past the font, and so part of our regular spirituality, to 

remind us of the vows and promises that were made. 

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask: 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 

I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

I renounce them. 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

I turn to Christ. 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

I submit to Christ. 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

I come to Christ. 

Christ claims you for his own. 

Receive the sign of his cross. 



May our walk around the font provoke us to walk in newness of life.  Let it remind us that we 

have been given the Spirit of holiness; let it inspire us to work and pray for the Kingdom. And 

let it be a sign, a reminder, a celebration, that in Christ the old age is passing away - the new 

age, the new world is here - and we were enlisted and commissioned in our baptism to be 

agents of it. 

Silence may be kept 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 

All   let the whole earth tremble before him. 

Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is King. 

All   O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

Tell out his salvation from day to day. 

All   Let the whole earth tremble before him. 

Declare his glory among the nations 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

All   O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

from Psalm 96 

Gospel Canticle 

The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah) is said,  

Refrain: 

All    This is the Christ, the Chosen of God, 

the one who will bring healing to the nations. 

1    Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,  ♦ 

who has come to his people and set them free. 

2    He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  ♦ 

born of the house of his servant David. 

3    Through his holy prophets God promised of old  ♦ 

to save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all that hate us, 

4    To show mercy to our ancestors,  ♦ 



and to remember his holy covenant. 

5    This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:  ♦ 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6    Free to worship him without fear,  ♦ 

holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life. 

7    And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  ♦ 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

8    To give his people knowledge of salvation  ♦ 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

9    In the tender compassion of our God  ♦ 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10  To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  ♦ 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1.68-79 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

All   This is the Christ, the Chosen of God, 

the one who will bring healing to the nations. 

Prayers 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, let us pray to the Lord. 

That the people of God in all the world 

may worship in spirit and in truth, 

let us pray to the Lord: R 

That the Church may discover again that unity which is the Father’s will, 

let us pray to the Lord: R 

That the nations of the earth 



may seek after the ways that make for peace, 

let us pray to the Lord: R 

That the whole creation, groaning in travail, 

may be set free to enjoy the glorious liberty of the children of God, 

let us pray to the Lord: R 

That all who with Christ have entered the shadow of death 

may rest in peace and rise in glory, 

let us pray to the Lord: R 

Let us commend the world, to which Christ showed the way, 

to the mercy and protection of God. 

These responses may be used 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 
(or) 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Silence may be kept. 

The Collect of the day (here) or the following is said 

Eternal Father, 

who at the baptism of Jesus 

revealed him to be your Son, 

anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 

grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 

that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Believing the promises of God, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 



Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Conclusion 

May Christ, who sends us to the nations, 

give us the power of his Spirit. 

All   Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
 


