
 

Worship at Home : Sunday 11th October 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

Lord God, 

we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore to us the joy of your salvation, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 



Praise 

Let everything be said and done in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, 

All   giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ. 

Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs: 

All   let us sing to God with thankful hearts. 

Open our lips, Lord: 

All   and we shall praise your name. 

 
Venite – a Song of Triumph 

1   O come, let us sing to the Lord;  ♦ 

let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation. 

2   Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving  ♦ 

and be glad in him with psalms. 

3   For the Lord is a great God  ♦ 

and a great king above all gods. 

4   In his hand are the depths of the earth  ♦ 

and the heights of the mountains are his also. 

5   The sea is his, for he made it,  ♦ 

and his hands have moulded the dry land. 

6   Come, let us worship and bow down  ♦ 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

7   For he is our God;  ♦ 

we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 



Readings from Scripture 

Psalm 138 

Thanksgiving and Praise 

1 I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
    before the gods I sing your praise; 
2 I bow down toward your holy temple 
    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; 
    for you have exalted your name and your word 
    above everything.[a] 
3 On the day I called, you answered me, 
    you increased my strength of soul.[b] 
4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD, 
    for they have heard the words of your mouth. 
5 They shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 
    for great is the glory of the LORD. 
6 For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; 
    but the haughty he perceives from far away. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
    you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 
you stretch out your hand, 
    and your right hand delivers me. 
8 The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; 
.   your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. 
    Do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 

Philippians 4 verses 1-9 

4 1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters,[a] whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I 
ask you also, my loyal companion,[b] help these women, for they have struggled 
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

4 Rejoice[c] in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.[d] 5 Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, beloved,[e] whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about[f] these things. 9 Keep 
on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, 
and the God of peace will be with you. 



This is the word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 

Matthew 22 verses 1-14 

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet 

22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, 
I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and 
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his 
slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his 
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his 
slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into 
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those 
slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and 
bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are 
chosen.” 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon 

Someone I know has just embarked on an MA in creative writing. She emailed me 
this week complaining about the responses that students are giving to each other’s 
assignments. It’s not that they’re ripping one another’s work to shreds. Quite the 
opposite. 
 
People are being so understanding and affirmative, she says, “It feels a bit like a 
therapy session”. I have some sympathy. What happened to rigour? Millennials, for 
instance, have a reputation for being ‘snowflakes’: with an inflated sense of their own 
uniqueness, overly emotional, easily offended and unable to deal with opposing 
opinions. Has everyone gone a bit soft? 
 



Reading what the Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in the Macedonian city of 
Philippi, made me wonder whether he was a bit of a snowflake. He told 
them:“Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” 
 
So far, so lovely. It calls to mind the character Basil Fotherington-Thomas at St 
Custard’s in the Molesworth books, who used to trot about saying, soppily, “Hello 
clouds, hello sky”. It also reminds me of what parents have said to squabbling 
siblings since the dawn of time. “Can’t you just play nicely?”  

 

On the other hand, of course, national discourse has become savage and personal. 
Social media is often blamed for this, and it surely has a part to play, perhaps as a 
platform for nasty voices and attitudes that have previously lurked in the background. 
And it comes to something when a debate between two candidates for the 
presidency of the United States of America turns out to be two grumpy old men 
trading insults. 

 

And Christians don’t have a great record. Different branches of the church have 
slagged each other off for centuries. In the church where I grow up, we called the 
Pope “the Antichrist”, and the Catholic church “the Whore of Babylon”.  

 

St Paul himself could be very dismissive. He tarred the entirety of Gentile culture 
with the same brush, saying they were “darkened in their understanding, alienated 
from the life of God because of their ignorance and hardness of heart.They have lost 
all sensitivity and have abandoned themselves to licentiousness, greedy to practise 
every kind of impurity.” 

Sounds like a twitter troll! Paul, what happened to: “Whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing”? 

 

Confession time: I find this tension between the being affirmative and being critical a 
difficult path to tread. One of the most important discoveries I’ve made in my bumpy 
life of faith and doubt is that God likes me. Yes, God loves us, be he also likes us, by 
which I mean that he thinks we’re OK. She enjoys our company. Doesn’t want us to 
be someone different. It’s important that we recognise that. But it’s not a recipe for a 
litany of blessed clichés, for trotting out the usual, unexamined, religious tropes. This 
happens too often in church and it can be a case of ‘the bland leading the bland’. 



 

My affliction is that I live with a critic in my head who simply won’t shut up. I sit in 
church and think: “Why are we singing this?”,or, “What do you mean by that?”It 
doesn’t matter where I am: watching a movie, at a performance, in an art gallery, on 
the football terraces, I’m analysing, questioning, grumbling. I’m working on it. 

 

Yes, it’s very important – as the Andrews Sisters used to sing – to accentuate the 
positive, to latch on to the affirmative – to see the best in people, to look on the bright 
side. But we also need rigour. We’ve heard just this week how the Anglican Church 
has failed over the decades to face up to the child abuse that was taking place in our 
midst, in a desperate bid to shore up the shaky status quo. 

 

One of my favourite Bible verses comes from the book of Proverbs: “Iron sharpens 
iron, as one person’s wits sharpen another’s”. Sometimes we need a bit of steel. 
Disagreement is difficult, of course. The church is sailing through an uncomfortable 
passage at the moment, especially on matters of sexuality and gender. But we can’t 
resolve these things by trading insults, by argy-bargy. 

 

Jesus famously told his friends that they should be “as wise as serpents, and gentle 
as doves. He gathered children in his arms. He placed his hands on the skin of 
people who were considered untouchable. He saw the good in people like the 
shyster Zacchaeus who were universally reviled. 

 

Yet he called out the religious and community leaders who were in the wrong, calling 
them, “hypocrites”, “a brood of vipers”. Interestingly, Jesus – as satirists and 
comedians would put it – always “punched up, not down”. He reserved his ire for 
those misusing power and influence.  

 

People sometimes say: “If you can’t say anything nice, then don’t say anything at 
all.”But I don’t think we’re called to be “nice”. The word doesn’t even appear in the 
Bible. However, we are called to be gentle, and kind. Also, to be honest. It’s hard to 
be both tough and tender. But if we’re to be followers of Jesus of Nazareth, we have 
to give it a go. 

Malcolm 

Apostles’ Creed 



All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All   Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 



but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 

let us pray to the Father. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

you promised through your Son Jesus Christ 

to hear us when we pray in faith. 

 

Strengthen N our bishop and all your Church in the service of Christ, 

that those who confess your name may be united in your truth, 

live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

 

Bless and guide Elizabeth our Queen; give wisdom to all in authority; 

and direct this and every nation in the ways of justice and of peace; 

that we may honour one another, and seek the common good. 

 

Give grace to us, our families and friends, and to all our neighbours, 

that we may serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit …; 

give them courage and hope in their troubles; 

and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

 

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ …; 

according to your promises, 

grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. 

 



Rejoicing in the fellowship of [N and of] all your saints, 

we commend ourselves and the whole creation to your unfailing love. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers,  

for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen.  

 

The Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

increase in us your gift of faith 

that, forsaking what lies behind 

and reaching out to that which is before, 

we may run the way of your commandments 

and win the crown of everlasting joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

Conclusion 

All   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 
 


