
 

Worship at Home : Sunday 18th October 

St Luke 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 
Prayers of Penitence 

Lord God, 

we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore to us the joy of your salvation, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 



 

Praise 

Let everything be said and done in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, 

All   giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ. 

Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs: 

All   let us sing to God with thankful hearts. 

Open our lips, Lord: 

All   and we shall praise your name. 

 
Venite – a Song of Triumph 

1   O come, let us sing to the Lord;  ♦ 

let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation. 

2   Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving  ♦ 

and be glad in him with psalms. 

3   For the Lord is a great God  ♦ 

and a great king above all gods. 

4   In his hand are the depths of the earth  ♦ 

and the heights of the mountains are his also. 

5   The sea is his, for he made it,  ♦ 

and his hands have moulded the dry land. 

6   Come, let us worship and bow down  ♦ 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

7   For he is our God;  ♦ 

we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 



Readings from Scripture 

Psalm 147 

Praise for God’s Care for Jerusalem 

1 Praise the LORD! 
How good it is to sing praises to our God; 
    for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting. 
2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
    he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
3 He heals the brokenhearted, 
    and binds up their wounds. 
4 He determines the number of the stars; 
    he gives to all of them their names. 
5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
    his understanding is beyond measure. 
6 The LORD lifts up the downtrodden; 
    he casts the wicked to the ground. 
7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 
    make melody to our God on the lyre. 
8 He covers the heavens with clouds, 
    prepares rain for the earth, 
    makes grass grow on the hills. 
9 He gives to the animals their food, 
    and to the young ravens when they cry. 
10 His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 
    nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;[a] 
11 but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
    in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

Acts 16 verses 6-12a 

Paul’s Vision of the Man of Macedonia 

6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7 When they had come opposite Mysia, they 
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; 8 so, passing 
by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood 
a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and 
help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to 
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to 
them. 

The Conversion of Lydia 

11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day 
to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district[c] of 
Macedonia and a Roman colony. 



This is the word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 

Luke 10 verses 1-9 

The Mission of the Seventy 

10 After this the Lord appointed seventy[a] others and sent them on ahead of him in 
pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way. See, I am sending 
you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; 
and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this 
house!’ 6 And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that 
person; but if not, it will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and 
drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move 
about from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome 
you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.’[b] 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Healing is big business in the UK. As well as the NHS, there is private medicine and 

private health insurance; there is a huge take-up of all sorts of complementary 

treatments such as acupuncture, reflexology, herbalism, homeopathy, osteopathy, 

chiropractic, and so on; not to mention the massive range of proprietary medicines 

which can be bought over the counter. We Brits are very concerned about our 

physical health, and that was even before the Pandemic. 

I’m sure that people have always been deeply concerned about their health, and part 

of the attraction of Jesus was His ability to heal. People flocked to Him from miles 

around, and He developed a reputation as a great healer. 

But unlike society today, Jesus saw health and spirituality as inseparable, two sides 

of the same coin, two aspects of the same condition. Naturally, then, when Jesus 

sent out the seventy missionaries who were to prepare the way for Him, He told 

them to heal the sick AND to pass on the Good News of the Kingdom. People 

needed both, if they were to be made truly well and whole.  



Naturally, as a doctor, Luke was particularly interested in healing. Luke was born in 

Antioch, the capital of Syria, probably into a wealthy family, as he was well educated. 

He was a Greek, but knew a great deal about Jewish customs and the Hebrew 

Scriptures; He also spoke Aramaic, the language spoken by Jesus. He wrote the 

Gospel which bears his name as well as the Acts of the Apostles, if you like, a part 

two to his Gospel, telling the story of the infant Church. As far as we are aware, he is 

the only non-Jewish writer in the New Testament.  

Luke had a very good knowledge of the Eastern Mediterranean, which has led some 

scholars to think he may have been a ship’s doctor. Certainly, he travelled with Paul 

on his second missionary journey, and he was with Paul during his final 

imprisonment in Rome, as we read in Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy. Luke first 

mentions himself in Acts chapter 16, at Troas, where he met Paul and travelled into 

Europe with him as an evangelist. Paul left Luke at Philippi to oversee the church 

there.  

Julius Africanus, an early Christian writer, tells us that Luke was unmarried and that 

he died in Greece at the age of seventy-four. He probably died of natural causes, 

although there are some scholars who think that he might have died a martyr’s 

death.  

Luke had a reputation as a good artist, and a painting of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

which hangs in the Basilica of Saint Mary Major in Rome, is ascribed to him, or is at 

least considered to be a copy of one of Luke’s paintings. This explains why Luke is 

the patron saint of artists, painters, sculptors, craft workers and lacemakers as well 

as, of course, doctors. Perhaps it is also a reason why Luke’s Gospel is the most 

pictorial of the Gospels, full of word-paintings and exciting stories.  

As a non-Jewish person himself, Luke concentrates particularly on the love of Jesus 

for all human beings. Luke describes Jesus’ great compassion for sinners and for 

suffering and unhappy people; for outcasts, such as the Samaritans, tax-collectors, 

lepers, shepherds, and the poor. It is Luke, also, who gives women a much higher 

and more positive profile than the other Gospel writers do. 

It is through Luke’s Gospel that we really become aware of Jesus’ especial concern 

for the poor, the weak, and the marginalised. Like his master, Luke was on their side 

and spent his life caring for them.  

Luke faced the dangers and hardships which St. Paul faced, as he was with Paul 

during the shipwreck on Malta, and also when Paul received many of his brutal 

physical punishments. Luke probably ministered to Paul as his doctor, since Paul 

refers to him in Colossians chapter 4 as “our dear friend, Luke, the doctor.” 

Overall, Luke was a well-rounded person; courageous, hard-working, well educated, 

not afraid of physical danger, but also highly sensitive both to physical sickness and 

to deeper feelings, emotions, and spiritual needs. His Gospel shows that Luke was a 



man of prayer, and it was this closeness to God which enabled his character to 

blossom so that he reached his full human potential;Luke became the person God 

created him to be.  

If we are people of prayer, we too can reach our full human potential through Jesus, 

so that we too can blossom into well-rounded people, and become the people God 

created us to be. That is the promise which Jesus fulfilled in Luke, and the promise 

which Jesus will fulfil in each of us, too. Amen.  

Fr. Stephen Abbott 

Apostles’ Creed 

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All   Our Father in heaven, 



hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 

let us pray to the Father. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

you promised through your Son Jesus Christ 

to hear us when we pray in faith. 

 

Strengthen N our bishop and all your Church in the service of Christ, 

that those who confess your name may be united in your truth, 

live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

 

Bless and guide Elizabeth our Queen; give wisdom to all in authority; 

and direct this and every nation in the ways of justice and of peace; 

that we may honour one another, and seek the common good. 

 

Give grace to us, our families and friends, and to all our neighbours, 

that we may serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 



Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit …; 

give them courage and hope in their troubles; 

and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ …; 

according to your promises, 

grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. 

 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of [N and of] all your saints, 

we commend ourselves and the whole creation to your unfailing love. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers,  

for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen.  

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, 

you called Luke the physician, 

whose praise is in the gospel, 

to be an evangelist and physician of the soul; 

by the grace of the Spirit 

and through the wholesome medicine of the gospel, 

give your Church the same love and power to heal, 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

Conclusion 

All   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 



and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 
 


