
 

Worship at Home: The Epiphany 

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Your light springs up for the righteous 

and all the peoples have seen your glory. 

One or more of the following is said or sung: 

this or another prayer of thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 

king of the nations, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

your name is proclaimed in all the world. 

As the Sun of Righteousness dawns in our hearts 

anoint our lips with the seal of your Spirit 

that we may witness to your gospel 

and sing your praise in all the earth. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

a suitable hymn, or Jubilate – A Song of Joy 

O be joyful in the Lord, all the earth; ♦ 

serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before his presence with a song. 

Know that the Lord is God; ♦ 

it is he that has made us and we are his; 

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 



Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

and his courts with praise; ♦ 

give thanks to him and bless his name. 

For the Lord is gracious; his steadfast love is everlasting, ♦ 

and his faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Psalm 100 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

This opening prayer may be said 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 

The appointed psalmody is said. 

Psalm 113 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

let the name of the Lord be praised. 

Alleluia. 

Give praise, you servants of the Lord, ♦ 

O praise the name of the Lord. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, ♦ 

from this time forth and for evermore. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting ♦ 

let the name of the Lord be praised. 



The Lord is high above all nations ♦ 

and his glory above the heavens. R 

Who is like the Lord our God, 

that has his throne so high, ♦ 

yet humbles himself to behold 

the things of heaven and earth? 

He raises the poor from the dust ♦ 

and lifts the needy from the ashes, 

To set them with princes, ♦ 

with the princes of his people. 

He gives the barren woman a place in the house ♦ 

and makes her a joyful mother of children. 

Alleluia. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

let the name of the Lord be praised. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

we praise your name, O Lord; 

may your promise to raise the poor from the dust 

and turn the fortunes of the needy upside down 

be fulfilled in our time also, 

as it was in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Each psalm or group of psalms may end with 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

If there are two Scripture readings, the first may be read here, or both may be read 

after the canticle. 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

    and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 



    and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

    they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

    your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

    all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

    and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Canticle 

A Song of the New Jerusalem, or another suitable canticle, for example, number 31 

(page 582) or number 36 (page 587), may be said 

Refrain: 

Above you the Holy One arises, 

and above you God’s glory appears.  

Arise, shine out, for your light has come, ♦ 

the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 

Though night still covers the earth, ♦ 

and darkness the peoples; 

Above you the Holy One arises, ♦ 

and above you God’s glory appears. 

The nations will come to your light, ♦ 

and kings to your dawning brightness. 

Your gates will lie open continually, ♦ 

shut neither by day nor by night. 



The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land, ♦ 

or ruin and devastation within your borders. 

You will call your walls, Salvation, ♦ 

and your gates, Praise. 

No more will the sun give you daylight, ♦ 

nor moonlight shine upon you; 

But the Lord will be your everlasting light, ♦ 

your God will be your splendour. 

For you shall be called the city of God, ♦ 

the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel. 

Isaiah 60.1-3, 11a, 18, 19, 14b 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Above you the Holy One arises, 

and above you God’s glory appears.  

Scripture Reading 

One or more readings appointed for the day are read. 

The reading(s) may be followed by a time of silence. 

Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 

him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 

with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of 

Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 



for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 

search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 

may also go and pay him homage.”           

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.            

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 

and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Sermon 

On the 21 Dec 2020 the so called Bethlehem Star appeared: the bright planets of Jupiter and 

Saturn aligned perfectly;  Visible for the first time in 800 years. 

 

This is what it looked like.              

 

Here in Reydon and Southwold and the other parishes of the Sole Bay Team, without the 

problem of light pollution, we generally have fantastic views of the stars. 

 

The dimensions of space and time are overwhelming.  Even when we see the sun we can’t 

be sure it is actually still shining!  It takes 8 minutes for light from the sun to reach us, so we 

can only say it was shining 8 minutes ago.  If the sun exploded, which would mean the end 



of life on earth; it would take 8 minutes before we knew anything about it.  The size of the 

universe is so big it is really hard to take in! 

Stars are at the centre of today’s readings 

Isaiah describes a future time when a brilliant light will mark a glorious new age.  Nations 

and kings will follow the light. 

The promise of this new dawn is fulfilled by the journey of the Magi, or Wise Men in 

Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth.  The Wise Men follow a new star that will lead them to 

the place of birth of a new King.   

BUT, the old order and the old ways of doing things is about to pass away for good.  The 

Wise Men go to Herod to look for the new born King, who they expect to be born in a 

palace.   They quickly discover that both Jerusalem and a palace is not the place and that the 

small town of Bethlehem, some five miles away marks their journey’s end. 

We are told that Mary and Joseph are staying in a house, and no-longer the humble stable 

of Luke’s account.  Perhaps they settled in Bethlehem? 

It is clear the wise men must have arrived late, perhaps up to two years after Jesus’ birth.  

This may explain why Herod ordered the death of all baby boys up to two years old. 

The Wise Men enter the house and worship the Christ child and present to him gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. 

The wise men show us that they were wise because of their choice of gifts. Now it has been 

said that if the wise men had been women they would have asked for directions, arrived on 

time, helped with the delivery, cleaned the stable and cooked a casserole; and maybe 

there’s some truth in that but they show us that they were wise because of their choice of 

gifts. 

Gold is an appropriate gift for a future earthly ruler, but frankincense would only be offered 

to God, making known who Jesus really is.  Myrrh was a very precious ointment used to 

anoint the dead, perhaps pointing to Jesus’ future sacrifice. 

The Wise men do not return to Herod and also warn Joseph of Herod’s unhealthy interest in 

the child.  As a result of being warned, Joseph leaves with Mary and Joseph and flee into 

Egypt.  The Holy Family remain refugees until Herod is dead.  Herod the Great died in 4BC, 

so they did not have so long to wait, perhaps less than a year. 

Today, we should travel with the Wise Men to worship at the manger throne. When we 

kneel before the Christ child, we too can present our gifts of our lives to God and pray that 



he may use them in his service.  If we come to the manger throne tired and exhausted by 

life, especially after this past year of restrictions due to Covid 19, we can ask for renewed 

energy for us to continue on our own faith journey. 

The Christ child demands nothing from us except our love, and to show love to others and 

that is why Christina Rossetti, in her poem ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ told us that we should 

give him, our heart! 

We are all left with a vocation when all the carols have been sung, all the turkey has been 

eaten and all the gifts have been given: 

It is summed up in the words of Howard Thurman: 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

Then the work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among people, 

To make music in the heart. 

A Happier New Year to you all. 

Amen 

Rev. Alan Perry 

A suitable song or chant, or a responsory in this or another form, may follow 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is King. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

Tell out his salvation from day to day. 

Let the whole earth tremble before him. 

Declare his glory among the nations 

and his wonders among all peoples. 



O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

from Psalm 96 

Gospel Canticle 

The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah) is normally said, or A Song of the Blessed 

(page 606) may be said  

Refrain: 

This is the Christ, the Chosen of God, 

the one who will bring healing to the nations. 

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ♦ 

who has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ♦ 

born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets God promised of old ♦ 

to save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all that hate us, 

To show mercy to our ancestors, ♦ 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ♦ 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, ♦ 

holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life. 

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, ♦ 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation ♦ 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God ♦ 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, ♦ 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 



Luke 1.68-79 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: 

This is the Christ, the Chosen of God, 

the one who will bring healing to the nations. 

Prayers 

Intercessions are offered 

¶ for the day and its tasks 

¶ for the world and its needs 

¶ for the Church and her life 

¶ The unity of the Church 

¶ The peace of the world 

¶ The healing of the sick 

¶ The revelation of Christ to those from whom his glory is hidden 

¶ All who travel 

These responses may be used 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer 

(or) 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Silence may be kept. 

The Collect of the day is said 

O God, 

who by the leading of a star 

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 

mercifully grant that we, 

who know you now by faith, 

may at last behold your glory face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 



in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 

Believing the promises of God, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Conclusion 

May Christ, who sends us to the nations, 

give us the power of his Spirit. 

Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 


