
REYDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING 

Blyth Estuary Group – Archer Ginn 2014 

 

 

The Group was formed in response to the Government Policy of withdrawing all maintenance to river banks and 

giving little or no help to repair flood damage. 

I originally attended as a member of Reydon Parish Council as a representative of the Parish that has the 

largest and deepest single marsh.   The Reydon river Blyth banks run from the Bailey Bridge to the Wolsey 

Bridge encompassing the Hen Reedbed. 

 

The group membership consists of all the landowners bordering the Blyth and the relevant District and Parish 

Councils.   Our objectives are quite simple to maintain pressure on the Environment Agency, Natural England, 

MP’s, MEP’s, District Councils, County Councils to fight for the maintaining of the flood defences of the 

estuary.   We have been successful in getting a change in attitude from the original policy of do nothing and 

obstructive bureaucratic responses to any attempts of the landowners to do their own repairs.  Now certain 

repairs to the banks have been carried out by the Environment Agency and advice has been given and clay 

supplied. 

The policy remains to withdraw all maintenance from 2019, which includes abandoning the Hen Reedbeds.   We 

have been asked to put forward a strategy for the future of the estuary for the Environment Agency for the 

next 6 years and we are hoping that a further modeling study will be carried out on the effect of further surge 

tides on the estuary in their current state. 

The December surge did not overtop any Reydon banks but there was slippage near Reydon Quay and there was 

a hole in the bank near Wolsey Bridge, repairs were carried out by the Environment Agency at Wolsey Bridge 

and the Reydon Quay area was repaired by the farmer Andrew Hall with clay supplies by E.A. 

Andrew Hall has carried out significant repairs to the banks in the Autumn at this own expense to protect his 

grazing marsh, this was probably why damage was minimal on those banks. 

We will maintain dialogue with all relevant authorities and fight to get the best for our area. 


