
 
REYDON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 

 
Date of Meeting 24TH April 2014 
 
Present Chairman, Cllr Remblance, Cllrs Mrs Hunt, Bailey, Mrs Humphry, Ms Gooch,Drake, 

Stone, Mrs Jordan, Mrs Hocken 
 
In Attendance 11 members of the public 
 
1 Opening - The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30pm, and thanked  everyone for 
 attending 
2 Receipt and Acceptance of Apologies for Absence –  
 Cllr McElarney  Family commitments 
 Cllr Ms Clark  Holiday 
 These apologies were formally accepted, proposed Chairman, all in favour 
3 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25th April 2013 

These minutes had been circulated, and it was proposed and seconded that they were a true record 
of the meeting.  The Chairman duly signed the minutes. 

4 Matters Arising from the Minutes – There were none 
5 Annual Reviews –  

a) Council Review - The Chairman, Cllr Remblance gave this report, a copy of which is attached to 
the minutes held by the Clerk, they will also be available on the website.   The Chairman started 
by advising the public that the new solar farm was almost ready to begin producing power and 
as a result of this planning application the company has donated £8000 to the village hall.  
There would be more information regarding this in that report.  Councillor Remblance then 
thanked David Woods for all his work on Reydon Corner, which, once again, looked 
outstanding.  He reported that he was delighted that Mr Woods had received an award from the 
Southwold and Reydon Society for his contribution to the Reydon environment.  He noted that 
the fire station was now up and running in Reydon, a quiz night at the Randolph had raised 
enough money to provide each firefighter with an emergency light for their cars.  He thanked all 
the firemen for the fantastic job they do for the village.  He also gave brief updates on the 
following; - 
Village Plan - This is now well underway and the Chairman gave a big thank you to Dexter Kirk 
and his team.  The questionnaires will be going to every household and he urged people to 
return them, as the feedback would be very valuable to the Council. 
Gym Equipment – The adult equipment on the Recreation Ground is shortly to undergo some 
maintenance work as the paintwork has deteriorated however it is under guarantee. 
Fun Day – This is now the annual village get together and is a great day with lots to see and 
take part in, a number of local charities benefit from it.  The Chairman thanked Donna and 
David at the Randolph for their continuing support. 
Speed Watch – The Chairman reported that the Council was very short of volunteers for this and 
there was now the opportunity for the village to get a flashing 30mph sign but again volunteers 
were need to help with this.   He urged anyone who could spare an hour or two to contact him 
or any other Councillor. 
Pantomime – The first night of the pantomime had been wonderful with a very talented cast.  
He thanked the group for raising funds for local charities they were a credit to the community. 
Health Centre – The latest news from the site manager was that this should hopefully be 
complete by the end of May with the surgery moving from Southwold in September. 
Xmas Lights – The Chairman thanked Anita and her team for a fantastic display of Christmas 
lights on Reydon Corner, he added that it was lovely to see so many people supporting the 
switch on and thanked them for their support. 
Council – the Chairman then thanked all the Councillors for their work during the year, a special 
thank you was given to Councillor Mrs Jordan who had stepped in following the Clerks long-
term sickness.  He finally thanked all the residents of Reydon for their faith in the Parish 
Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



b) Planning Committee Review – Cllr Brian Bailey, Chairman of the Planning Committee, gave this 
report and a full copy is attached to the minutes held by the Clerk.  The Council had received 
34 planning applications during the year and these ranged from tree trimming to the solar 
farm.  The most controversial was the proposed lambing shed and house to be constructed in 
Rissmere Lane East, the Parish Council objected to this application and suggested it was more 
suited to nearer the Industrial estate.  Councillor Bailey went on to explain that a panel of 
Councillors who always make a site visit considers each application. WDC have no legal 
obligation to notify neighbours so he advised people to look out for the pink notices, which will 
be posted near the site.  The plans are available to view and anyone interested should either 
contact the Parish Clerk or Councillor Bailey.  Councillor Bailey then made a plea for more 
volunteers for the speed watch team; this may close down if more people do not come forward.   
While on duty members are covered by Police insurance and, the Parish Council provides the 
coat.   The sessions are one hour long and probably every two weeks a minimum of two people 
has to be on duty.     

6 Reports -  
 a) Reydon Estates Charity 
  Councillor Stone gave a brief overview of the Charity the income last year was £1051.51  
  that was derived from investments and rent from various pieces of land.  The money was 
  divided equally between St Margaret’s Church and the larger sister Charity of The Reydon 
  Trust.  Councillor Stone went on to report that the Charity had been approached by the  
  Pathfinder project with a view to providing land for residents whose property was going to 
  be lost to coastal erosion.   To date it had been decided to leave them to obtain outline  
  planning permission and then make a proposal for the Charity to consider.  Councillor Stone 
  went on to say that he had now been a trustee for 22 years after having taken on a 4-year
  term of office. 
 b) Reydon Plan 
  Dexter Kirk gave a brief update on the plan; the working party had done an excellent job 
  and was now at the point of delivering the questionnaires.   This will be done from the 9th

  May onwards, the data will then be entered and hopefully a results report will be available in 
  September.  Mr Kirk went on to outline some of the questions and hoped these would find 
  out the main concerns about the village, which could prove useful to the Parish Council.   He 
  went on to pay a special thank you to all the work done by Sally and John Skinner who have 
  done an immense amount of work to get the questionnaire ready. 
 c) The Reydon Trust  
                       Mr Archer Ginn gave this report where he took the opportunity to remind people about the 

 trust and to outline its objectives and how to contact them.   The Charity is independent of 
 the Parish Council and there are 7 trustees one is ex-officio and is always the current Vicar 
 of Reydon.   The work of the Charity is entirely confidential and all applications are treated 
 in the strictest confidence.   The income for the year was £24816.83 plus £525 from the 
 Reydon Estate Charity.  A total of £25116.39 in grants was awarded and expenses amounted 
 to £432.  The main criteria for grants are for the benefit of Reydon residents or 
 organisations. 

 d) Police – No report 
 e) Reydon Recreational Development Council – Cllr Remblance (on behalf of Mr G  

 Langley) 
   i) REYDON PLAYING FIELD REPORT – 
      The process of providing a new sports pavilion and purchase extra land is still  

     continuing.   To date 7 acres have been purchased and work will start soon to  
     fence off the area and prepare the pitches.   The delay in starting the new pavilion 
               has been caused by SCC and this involves there need for extra parking at Pitches 
     View, discussion are currently on going and hopefully this will be resolved soon 
     and a planning application can be submitted. 

   ii) REYDON YOUTH CLUB REPORT – 
       This has been a difficult year with no further funding being available from SCC;

      this means that in order to continue the club will have to be run on a voluntary 
      basis.  The Club is now trying to recruit some new leaders and volunteers are  
      always needed and very welcome.  The Parent and Toddler group continue to  
      flourish.  A number of other functions were held on the site and the Sports and 
      Youth Pavilion are available for hire 

  
 
 
 
 
 f) The Loft 



  Keith Meldrum gave an update on the Loft youth centre, which opened in October 2013.  
 They are currently running twice weekly social sessions with 80% of those attending coming   
 from Reydon.  Mr Meldrum reported that starting on Monday there would be an opportunity 
 for the children to complete a BRC babysitting, the intention is to try and run more of these 
 types of programmes. Finally some details were given about the recent sailing trip which 
 was aboard the Leila,  this was funded by the Reydon Trust and part of County Councillor 
 Ladd’s locality budget 

 g) Blyth Estuary Group 
  Mr Archer Ginn gave this report and started by explaining why the groups was formed which 

was in response to the Governments policy of withdrawing all maintenance to river banks 
and giving little or no help to repair flood damage.  The group membership consists of 
landowners bordering the Blyth and the relevant District and Parish Councils.  The objective 
was simply to maintain pressure on all the authorities to maintain the flood defences of the 
estuary.  To an extent this has been successful however all maintenance will stop in 2019.  
The group have now been asked to put forward a strategy for the future of the estuary by 
the Environment Agency and it is hoped that a further modelling study will be carried out. 

            h) Village Hall Committee 
 Councillor Drake gave this report in which he praised the outstanding committee who looked 

after the building.    The hall was very well used by the residents of Reydon and was 
excellently maintained.  He went on to explain that the German contractors for the solar 
farm had offered a donation of £8000 to provide solar panels for the hall.    The committee 
had looked into their installation and found that the roof was not strong enough and the 
insurance company had strong reservations about them being fitted.   The committee had 
therefore decided to pursue the option of installing double-glazing to the windows. 

           i) Healthy Living Centre  
 Councillor Maxine Hunt gave this report where she explained that the building should be 

completed by July, but the handover is at the end of May when “kit out” would take place.   In 
terms of occupation the first in with be the pharmacy, then East Coast Community Health 
and finally the surgery, which will be in September.   There will be an open day on the 5th 
July.   The following services will be provided outpatients currently run at Southwold 
Hospital, the general practice and the pharmacy.  It is hoped that eventually it will become a 
hub for all the commissioning groups bringing together primary, community and social care.  
The name will be the Solebay Health Centre. 

7 Matters Arising for Discussion and Questions– the following points were raised by members of 
 the public 
 a) Charity Land – Lowestoft Road 
  A question was asked about the location of this land and how many houses would be built.  

 Councillor Stone responded by explaining the location and stating that there could be 3 to 4 
 dwellings but could not give a definitive answer until the proposal had gone to planning 

 b)        HolmOaks 
It was reported that some of these oaks in Halesworth Road was not looking well, it was  agreed that 
the Acting Clerk would contact the Tree Preservation Officer. 
c)         Litter in Village 
            It was reported that the notice board in front of the village hall had been defaced, 
 Councillor Drake will advise the committee.   The notice board opposite Barbrooks did not 
 have a list of Councillors, this will be rectified.   There was a problem with litter in the village 
 with Jermyn’s Road very untidy, the Acting Clerk will notify the littler picker.   The triangle 
 outside the village hall was also reported as untidy.   It was also noted that the road sweeper 
 often couldn’t clean the gullies because of cars parked in the way. 
d)        Pill Box – Might’s Bridge 
           Councillor Jordan confirmed that she had contact the Archaeology department at SCC who 
 had the building as listed neither they nor the Ipswich officer had any problems with the 
 area being tided up as long as the building was safe.   Councillor Jordan had then contacted 
 the Conservation Officer at WDC who instructed the Building Control Officer to also look at 
 the building. The conclusion was that as long as the landowner is happy work can be done 
 to tidy the area, however from a Health and Safety point of view it may be better if the public  
  
are not allowed inside the building.  

 
 
 
 
  
 
8 Any Other Business -. 
 



  a)      Reydon Website 
           Councillor Humphry gave a short report on the web site and reported that all societies, clubs 
 and organisations in Reydon are encouraged to put reports and information on the website.  
The site is well used and weekly visits are increasing which is good.   Anyone without a home  
computer can access the site at the library, Charlotte would be very happy to help anyone  
without computer knowledge. 
b)     Chairman 
         Councillor Stone thanked the Chairman, Barrie Remblance for all his work during the previous    
         year. 

 
 

 
9 Close of Meeting - They’re being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 
Signed…………………………………………………. (Chairman)  Date         


