
 

REYDON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 

 

Date of Meeting         28
TH

 April 2016 

 

Present     Chairman Cllr Remblance, Cllrs Mrs Humphry,Drake, McElarney, Stone, Mrs Jordan,  

Mrs Hocken, Mrs Cyprien&Miss Clark 

In Attendance     Clerk, Jean Brown, C Cllr Ladd, D Cllr Allen & 11 members of the public 

1           Opening –Cllr Remblance welcomed everybody to the meeting and thanked them for coming. 

2 Receipt and Acceptance of Apologies for Absence – Cllr Bailey, hospital appointment. 

 This apology was formally accepted, proposed Chairman, all in favour 

3 Annual Reviews –  

a) Council Review – Given byCllr Remblance.  

 Village Plan:  The good strong committee has been very active and the new noticeboard on Reydon 

Corner has had a lot of use.  The doggie bins have been surveyed and repaired and replaced as 

necessary. The village green has still not yet been handed over but that has not stopped a spirited 

group of villagers from making plans for a community garden, we wish them every success with the 

project and are sure that anyone who is interested in becoming involved would be welcomed, 

contact Cllr Cyprien or Mrs Sally Skinner via the website for more information.  We are planning to 

hold a village picnic on the green to celebrate the Queen’s 90
th

birthday on June 12
th

 with fun and 

games and hopefully music, keep an eye out for more information on the boards and the website. 

Fun Day:  Once again we were forced indoors apart from the Working Engine Group, the most I 

have seen, who braved the elements.  The indoor stalls and games were a great success – many 

thanks to Donna & David and their staff once again. 

Health Centre:  This seems to have settled in very well, many thanks to all the doctors and staff for 

looking after us so well. 

Reydon Show:  Once again very successful, well done to the organisers, spread the word to all your 

neighbours and friends to enter the next show.  The more the merrier. 

Pantomime:  Vice Chairman Cyprien and I were guests on the last night to yet another fantastic 

show well done to them all.  The other great news was that they won the NODA award for the 

Eastern Region Best Panto 2015, a wonderful achievement. 

Fire Service:  We still do not know what is happening with Wrentham Fire Station which will be a 

farce if it closes, as far as I am aware they are always looking for more recruits so if you or anyone 

you know fancies being a firefighter please contact the local Station. 

Recreation Ground:  The Rugby Club are possibly returning to the rec on a temporary basis and say 

they will repair the surface and replace the old rusty goal posts with new ones which they will leave 

when they can move to the new facilities in Halesworth, 

Christmas Lights Switch On:  Another Reydon special which gets better every year with a fantastic 

crowd.  Thanks to Anita Barbrook and all her helpers for a great job. 

Many thanks go to my Councillors and the Clerk for all their hard work. 

b) Village Plan. Given by Cllr Jordan: 

The Village Plan group has continued to work with the PC during the last year and I will do a 

quick update on our progress.  For your information Cllr O’Hear has produced a progress chart 

up to January 2016, this is available on the website. 

 

 

 

Housing:  The monthly planning lists are on the website and we try to keep them as up to date 

as possible.  The need for more affordable housing came across quite strongly and a site has 

been identified in Green Lane for social housing and this is now moving ahead.  We will be 



attempting to carry out a housing survey and to hold a meeting with the developers,this will be 

advertised when we have more details.  It cannot be stressed too highly how important it is for 

anyone interested in any of these homes to be registered on the housing lists.  To this end Cllr 

Clark will be holding sessions on the 3 middle Sundays in May to help people complete the 

forms.  The link to Homechoice, the site for social housing, is on the Reydon website.  The next 

issue is the Local Plan Review and there is a meeting here on 10
th

 May with Planning Officers 

from WDC, it is very important that they get feedback from as many people as possible. 

Business & Employment:  In the consultation document for the local plan some land has been 

made available for mixed use and this could encourage businesses.  In the response from the 

questionnaire most people were in favour of encouraging more business to the area and we will 

be keeping our eye on this. The Reydon website is well used and there may be ways that this 

could be strengthened to help local businesses. 

Schools & Education:  Reydon School is going from strength to strength.  We have been in 

discussions with St Felix regarding more community use if their facilities but unfortunately have 

not made any real progress. 

Environment & Community:  The new noticeboard is up, this shows the locations of all the dog 

bins in Reydon, which have recently been repaired and replaced where necessary.  Jubilee 

Green has still not been handed over but initial plans are being made for paths and of course 

the ‘Queen’s Picnic’.  We also have a small team working on a community garden which will be 

quite small initially and will grow if enough volunteers can be found. 

Traffic & Transport:  The Speedwatch team is well established and we now have the VAS which 

you will have seen around the village.  A pavement survey has been carried out and passed to C 

Cllr Michael Ladd.  We will be carrying out a survey of the public footpaths in the next couple of 

months this will include checking signage. 

Emergency & Other Services:  These have been monitored and any feedback from residents to 

the PC would be welcome. 

Health & Caring:  This has been a difficult topic since the closure of Southwold Hospital and I 

feel this may have to go back to the PC as they will be in a better place to obtain any new 

information. 

Communication & Local Government:  The PC now publishes draft minutes in the Gazette and 

Organ so there is less delay.  We have a noticeboard on The Drive too and all of them give full 

details of the PC.  Our only problem is finding the 69 residents who said that they would be 

willing to become Councillors. 

Faith:  The main views on this were that the Church should be used more for the community 

and since it’s refurbishment there is a wide range of activities. 

Social and Sport:  We have completed the Leisure Map of the village, which has proved very 

popular and copies are available at Boyden’s,Barbrooks, the Pharmacy at the Health Centre, the 

Randolph and the Library. 

This is just a basic list of what a very committed and enthusiastic group of volunteers have 

achieved and on behalf of the PC I would like to end with a big thank you to them all. 

c) Planning Committee Review – Complied by Cllr Bailey, read by the Vice Chair of the Planning 

Committee Cllr Stone. 

The PC has considered 48 applications this year, mostly for small extension s to existing 

properties.  A number were for pruning trees with preservation orders and a few for new 

windows.  There was one new build, one demolish and rebuild and rebuilding of fire damaged 

houses in Windsor Road.  All these were recommended for acceptance by the PC. The 



application for the development at St Felix was recommended for refusal as not suitable, as was 

the plan for a semi-underground house with access onto Halesworth Road beyond St Felix 

School.  The applications are on WDC’s website and can also be viewed in Reydon by 

appointment.  I would like to thank all the other Councillors as usual for being willing to turn 

out, sometimes at short notice, to consider plans. 

d) Traffic complied by Cllr Bailey, read by Cllr Remblance. 

The Speedwatch team now has 6 members, and has been operating more frequently while we 

have the shared speed gun.  It is sometimes difficult to get together though, owing to other 

commitments.  Our team is part of a Suffolk-wide group of teams between 5-500 which makes 

Suffolk one of the best counties for Speedwatch.  The sign opposite Oaklands is run by SCC and 

is only there for very short periods of time then moved to other villages.  We are still waiting for 

the yellow line on the road at the junction of Shearwater Way and Wangford Road to improve 

safety when exiting the Health Centre. 

6 Reports -  

a) Reydon Estates Charity–given by Cllr Stone.  Established in 1803as Reydon Church and 

Poors Charity it’s income is derived from rental of various pieces of land in the village and 

interest on the investments held with the Charities Investment Fund. A small organisation, 

with just 3 trustees the income last year was £960.25, and according to the terms of the 

trust, £480.00 was donatedto both St Margaret’s Church and the poor of Reydon, which is 

handed over to The Reydon Trust – a much larger charity- to use as they think fit. We have 

recently been approached by a landowner from Eastern Bavents with a view to purchase 

part of a now vacant piece of land on Lowestoft Road, known as Town House Piece.  The 

Charity is considering selling through the Pathfinder Scheme and are awaiting an offer.  They 

have also had an offer of £45,000 plus legal fees for the whole plot from Eastern Bavents 

Ltd, a local family company which is being considered. 

   

 c) The Reydon Trust – No report was prepared, but a member of the Trust in the hall made the 

 following report: The Trust has it’s own website so more information on it’s work can be 

 found there. The Trust donates approximately £25,000 per year to good causes.  Anyone 

 with financial difficulties should contact their Clerk Lucy Jones.  There will soon be a link 

 from Reydon web to the Trust’s website. 

d) Reydon Playing Fields Charity- given by Cllr Remblance. All is going well with the new 

pavilion and the footings should be going in in May, with the outside walls and roof 

completed by September, there are hopes that local businesses will help to finish it off after 

that.  Orwell Housing are building 2 blocks of 3 bungalows that will be part of Pitches View 

Care Home, with the entrance to the Playing Field running between the blocks.  The new 7 

acres currently leased from SCC has been grassed, but it will not be ready for use for another 

couple of seasons. 

e) Blyth Estuary Group – given by Cllr O’Hear:He has attended one meeting of the Group since 

he was appointed as the PC’s Representative where there was a discussion on raising the 

harbour walls on the Walberswick bank.  The Group intends to measure the height on the 

Reydon side too, he and another member walked the hen reed beds towards the Harbour 

Inn and found that the water levels can become very high and money will need to be found 

to maintain walls and banks when the Environment Agency withdraws it’s support in 2019.  

He feels the Group have done a tremendous job in getting all the different stakeholders 

together to talk about this very serious issue.  

e) Other Groups.A report was emailed from Dr T Coffey MP (attached) 

 

7 Matters Arising for Discussion and Questions– The following questions/observations came from 

 members of the public: 



 1  Have the Playing Field Charity contacted Sport England for financial help with the new pavilion? 

     Cllr Remblance said that all those types of sources of funding have been explored. 

 2  How can I look at the plans for the new bungalows and pavilion?  The plans can be viewed on 

 WDC’s planning portal, the Clerk is to obtain the planning reference number for Mr Baker. 

 3  One man thought that the new noticeboard should have been sited at the Halesworth Road end 

 of Wangford Road rather than opposite Barbrook’s Store, however SCC would not agree to this site. 

 4  Public Footpath No 15, which runs alongside Reydon Grove Farm, has signs saying ‘Private Road’ 

 and posts which prevent walkers parking their cars.  The PC are to conduct a survey of the footpaths 

 and this will matter be looked into then. 

 5  Is there any news on the opening of the care home next to the Health Centre?  Cllr Remblance 

 said that if all goes to plan it should open in 2018. 

 C Cllr Ladd said that in all likelihood SCC will be giving the freehold on the playing field to RPC.  

 Thanks went to Graham Langley for all his hard work on this issue. 

 D Cllr Allen remarked on the length of time the legal side of handing over Jubilee Green is taking, 

 the hold up appears to be between Hopkins Homes and RPC’s solicitor, the Clerk is to try to find out 

 why. 

8 Any Other Business –There is to be a public ‘Save our Southwold Hospital’ meeting on 9
th

 May at 

6pm in St Edmund’s Hall and Cllr Remblance encouraged everyone to tell as many people as 

possible.  C Cllr Ladd reported that WDC has agreed STC’s proposal that the site should be listed as 

a community asset, but NS Property have appealed this decision. 

 Cllr Remblance thanked everybody for coming to this meeting and for all their support of the RPC. 

 Cllr Stone thanked Cllr Remblance for all his hard work even though he has not been in the best 

health over the last year, there was a round of applause. 

9 Close of Meeting - There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.17pm 

 

Signed…………………………………………………. (Chairman)  Date     19
th

 May 2016 


