
 

Worship at Home : Christmas Day 

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 

All   and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

You laid the foundation of the earth 

All   and the heavens are the work of your hands. 

 

Blessed are you, sovereign God, 

creator of heaven and earth, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As your living Word, eternal in heaven, 

assumed the frailty of our mortal flesh, 

may the light of your love be born in us 

to fill our hearts with joy as we sing: 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

 

A Song of the Bride 

1    I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,  ♦ 

my soul shall exult in my God; 

2    Who has clothed me with the garments of salvation,  ♦ 

and has covered me with the cloak of integrity, 

3    As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,  ♦ 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

4    For as the earth puts forth her blossom,  ♦ 

and as seeds in the garden spring up, 

5    So shall God make righteousness and praise  ♦ 

blossom before all the nations. 

6    For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,  ♦ 



and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

7    Until her deliverance shines out like the dawn,  ♦ 

and her salvation as a burning torch. 

8    The nations shall see your deliverance,  ♦ 

and all rulers shall see your glory; 

9    Then you shall be called by a new name  ♦ 

which the mouth of God will give. 

10  You shall be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord,  ♦ 

a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

Isaiah 61.10,11; 62.1-3 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

This opening prayer may be said 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody : Psalm 110 

Assurance of Victory for God’s Priest-King 

1 The LORD says to my lord, 
    “Sit at my right hand 
until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
2 The LORD sends out from Zion 
    your mighty scepter. 
    Rule in the midst of your foes. 
3 Your people will offer themselves willingly 
    on the day you lead your forces 
    on the holy mountains.[a] 
From the womb of the morning, 
    like dew, your youth[b] will come to you. 



4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, 
    “You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”[c] 
5 The Lord is at your right hand; 
    he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 
6 He will execute judgment among the nations, 
    filling them with corpses; 
he will shatter heads 
    over the wide earth. 
7 He will drink from the stream by the path; 
    therefore he will lift up his head. 
 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52 verses 7-10 

. 7 How beautiful upon the mountains 

    are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 

    who announces salvation, 

    who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

    together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 

    the return of the LORD to Zion. 

9 Break forth together into singing, 

    you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 

    he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 The LORD has bared his holy arm 

    before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

    the salvation of our God. 

 

 

 

 

 



Canticle 

A Song of the Messiah,  

All   To us a child is born, 

to us a son is given. 

1    The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  ♦ 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

upon them the light has dawned. 

2    You have increased their joy and given them great gladness;  ♦ 

they rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest. 

3    For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them;  ♦ 

the collar that lay heavy on their shoulders. 

4    For to us a child is born and to us a son is given,  ♦ 

and the government will be upon his shoulder. 

5    And his name will be called: Wonderful Counsellor; 

the Mighty God;  ♦ 

the Everlasting Father; the Prince of Peace. 

6    Of the increase of his government and of peace  ♦ 

there will be no end, 

7    Upon the throne of David and over his kingdom,  ♦ 

to establish and uphold it with justice and righteousness. 

8    From this time forth and for evermore;  ♦ 

the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Isaiah 9.2,3b,4a,6,7 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

All   To us a child is born, 

to us a son is given. 

Scripture Reading : John 1 verses 1-14 

The Word Became Flesh 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life,[a] and the life was the 
light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 



6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.[b] 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to what was his own,[c] and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son,[d] full of grace and truth.  

Sermon 

 
I would imagine that most of us this evening share a view that 2020 has been a year to 
forget.  In response to what we have all experienced the Church of England’s Christmas 
campaign has been entitled Comfort and Joy.  The birth of Christ a comfort and a joy to us 
because the comfort is that we are loved by God, and our joy is that he is with us.  I want to 
begin by describing a painting to you, and I invite you to picture it in your mind’s eye. 
The Nativity at Night or Night Nativity is an Early Netherlandish painting of about 1490 
by Geertgen tot Sint Jans now in the National Gallery, in London.[1] Its only a small painting.  
In the centre the new born infant is lying in the straw filled manger.  To the right his mother 
Mary looks down upon her child in an attitude of prayer.  To the left several angels attend the 
scene.  What is stricking about the painting is that all around it is night, there is darkness and 
shadow, but the baby in the centre of the picture is brightly illuminated.  But there is no angle 
posed lamp or torch or fire providing this light.  It is the baby who is the source of light, and 
his light illuminates the face of his adoring mother. 
 
The painting provides a vision of the words of the Gospel of John.  What has come into being 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness and 
the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
Here we are in the night, and just like the painting that I have described we have come to 
gaze upon the light of Christ, born in the midst of us, the one whose radiance can drive our 
darkness away.  At this time of year, it is natural, as the year draws to its close, to look back 
at all that has happened in 2020.  We might all agree that there has been an undue amount 
of darkness. 
 
I think a great many preachers in churches tonight will have something to say about 
coronavirus.  Since February it has veiled the world in a shroud of fear, an experience that 
none of us has ever seen before, and which no government on earth has known what to do 
with.  All our lives have been interrupted as lockdown forced us into isolation, disrupted the 
education of our children, caused businesses to close and threatened to overwhelm our 
health system.  Some of us might have been sick, or perhaps we know loved ones who were, 
or maybe there are doctors or nurses among us.  We all need news of comfort and joy. 
 
Yet despite the seemingly unstoppable blanket of darkness that has defined our year, there 
have been bright moments of light that have drawn our eye and lifted our spirits.  We were all 
inspired by the story of Captain Tom Moore, who aged 100 raised £33m for the NHS by 
marching each day with his zimmer frame up and down his garden terrace.  His example led 
to many others being encouraged to do their best to help too. 
 
The story that is both heart breaking and heart lifting is that of a young child, Tony Hudgill 
from Kent.  At birth he was not loved, he was not in the centre of the painting.  He was in the 
outer darkness.  Tortured by his parents he lost both his legs at just 5 months old.  Doctors 
expected him to die, but it was over Christmas, when he was in hospital, five years ago, that 



he showed signs of improvement.  He was fostered, loved and then adopted by a new family 
and through their great love for this unwanted child he was raised to new life.  Young Tony 
walked a total of 10km to fundraise for the hospital that saved his life when he was only five 
weeks old.  Love created life. 
 
I mention these stories because they reveal to us the truth of what St John writes, the light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.  I think they are examples, 
signs of what the human spirit, infused with the grace of God, is capable of. St John was 
writing about the Christ child, God with us.  The story of the bible is that we can become 
Christlike when we allow the light and life of Christ to fill our hearts and minds, to lead us out 
of the temptation to live only for ourselves, but to live for others, to be guided by love.  The 
bible says that we are made in the image of God and that means that we have the capacity to 
love, to give of ourselves, to be generous, spirit filled people of light.  We have seen this in 
the exhausted faces of doctors and nurses, the work of staff in foodbanks and care homes, 
teachers in our schools, volunteers in our churches.  These are people whose love of others 
have been the source of some comfort and joy. 
 
The prophet Isaiah was speaking to a people in slavery, in exile, far from home, a people 
who felt that God had abandoned them, that the darkness had swallowed them up.  Not so, 
says the prophet.  How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
announces peace, who brings good news.   “your God reigns.”  The prophet sees the signs 
that exile is coming to an end, the people will go home, God will lead his people out of 
darkness into the light.  The exile of coronavirus, the darkness is dispelled by the love of 
those who care for the sick, feed the hungry and visit the lonely. 
 
When the hostages John McCarthy and Brian Keenan were held in Beirut back in the 1980s, 
they were held together for a while in a drab, dark, colourless cell.  There was nothing to 
inspire or encourage them, little hope.  Just water and grey colourless food for weeks.  Then 
one day they were given some fruit.  They did not eat it straight away.  They savoured the 
bright colours, the varied textures, the smell, and then finally the tangy, vibrant, health giving 
juices, as they ate the precious gift.  That fruit was a symbol of the beauty of life, the colour, 
variety, possibility and joy of living.  It gave them hope.  That is the sort of impact that the 
good News of Christ born among us can bring to sad, anxious lives, the promise of comfort 
and joy as his love for each of us inspires us to love and serve one another. 
 
This Christmas as we look at Jesus not only as a vulnerable baby in an animal feeding 
trough, but also as the grown Son of God risen from the dead, we see love which 
knows of pain, hatred and opposition. Generous love which sees us as we are in all 
our brokenness and beauty and never gives up.  The dream of light stronger than the 
darkness has come true, and we are invited to join in. 

As we look back at all the change we’ve experienced in 2020 and look even now to the 
future, you and I can choose to contribute to changing a narrative of darkness if we 
rather choose to join in with God’s narrative of comfort and joy. 

A generous love is rooted in hope and chooses to go towards people, just like those 
shepherds choosing to run towards ‘God with us’.  

I began by describing a painting to you, of a child born in the night, born into a cold, hard, 
world of darkness.  When a child is born it is weak, vulnerable, dependent upon its mother for 
warmth and food and nurture.  A newborn child therefore unconditionally loves and trusts its 
mother.  Christ entered the world as God born to be with us, a sign from God that we are 
unconditionally loved.  When a mother picks up her new baby for the first time and holds the 
child close to her heart, a bond is formed, sealed forever, a new relationship of love.   
 
The theologian Henri Nouwen described the joy. joy is "the experience of knowing that you 
are unconditionally loved and that nothing – sickness, failure, emotional distress, oppression, 
war, or even death - can take that love away."[4] Thus joy can be present even in the midst of 
sadness.  Whatever we have been through this year Christ is born for each one of us that we 



might know that we are unconditionally loved.  We are invited to allow the love of Christ to 
brighten our lives and warm our hearts, and by loving as he has loved us we can share his 
light, his love, his comfort and his joy in our suffering world today. 
 
Amen  

 

The Word of life which was from the beginning 

All   we proclaim to you. 

The darkness is passing away 

and the true light is already shining; 

All   the Word of life which was from the beginning. 

That which we heard, which we saw with our eyes, 

and touched with our hands, 

All   we proclaim to you. 

For our fellowship is with the Father, 

and with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   The Word of life which was from the beginning 

we proclaim to you. 

from 1 John 1 

Gospel Canticle 

The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah)  

Refrain: 

All   To us is born a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, 

and all the heavenly hosts now sing, 

Glory to God in the highest. 

1    Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,  ♦ 

who has come to his people and set them free. 

2    He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  ♦ 

born of the house of his servant David. 

3    Through his holy prophets God promised of old  ♦ 

to save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all that hate us, 

4    To show mercy to our ancestors,  ♦ 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

5    This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:  ♦ 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 



6    Free to worship him without fear,  ♦ 

holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life. 

7    And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  ♦ 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

8    To give his people knowledge of salvation  ♦ 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

9    In the tender compassion of our God  ♦ 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10  To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  ♦ 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1.68-79 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

All   To us is born a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, 

and all the heavenly hosts now sing, 

Glory to God in the highest. 

Prayers 

Intercessions are offered 

¶    for the day and its tasks 

¶    for the world and its needs 

¶    for the Church and her life 

The cycle here and the prayer here may be used. 

These responses may be used 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

The Collect of the day (here) or the following is said 

Almighty God, 

who wonderfully created us in your own image 

and yet more wonderfully restored us 



through your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as he came to share our humanity, 

so we may share the life of his divinity; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is said  

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Conclusion 

May God, who has called us out of darkness 

into his marvellous light, 

bless us and fill us with peace. 

All   Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 


