
REYDON VILLAGE PLAN 

 

MINUTES OF THE REYDON VILLAGE PLAN PUBLIC PRESENTATION ON FRIDAY 7TH 

NOVEMBER, 6PM AT THE REYDON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Dexter Kirk, Ridley Burnett, Kate Stevenson, Pamela Cyprien, Jim Elmes, John 

Skinner, Sally Skinner, Margaret Beckett, Tony Smith, Roger Cracknell, Philip O’Hear, Julie 

Jordon, Claire, Hillier, David Woods.  

  

1.  Apologies Brian Jolley, Gerald Cole, Barrie Remblance (Chair RPC), Cllr Ted Drake and 

Revd Rich Henderson. 

 

Welcome, acknowledgements & overview: Dexter Kirk. 

 

Dexter welcomed over 100 attendees. He explained the context of the presentation; to 

report some of the results, to discuss “Actions” and finally to hand over the RVP to the 

Parish Council.  

 

Plan Results overview: Philip O’Hear 

 

969 questionnaires were returned. 91% of residents like living in Reydon.  

 

Sometimes a small response to a question is included in the RVP as it is thought to be 

significant in some way. E.g. In relation to the Church, 75% wanted it to stay as it is. 

However, the ideas from the remaining 25% were interesting and thus worthy of inclusion. 

Ideas for concerts, talks, a community meeting place, exhibitions etc. 

 

It is imperative that actions are put into place ASAP. Some practical and doable things. 

E.g. Signposts for all the wonderful walks available in Reydon.  People need to know 

where they are. Also Jubilee Green needs to be accessible to the people in Reydon, not 

chained off.  Perhaps benches could be put on the grass.  This is just a beginning. 

 

The RPC and STC should get involved in the debate surrounding the maintenance of the 

estuary. It seems that there are plans for walls to be built by 2019 to hold back the water. 

However, local action will be needed after 2019 to maintain the estuary in its current 

shape as the Environment Agency will no longer maintain the river walls after that date. 

 

We have asked that a sub committee of the Reydon Parish Council will take responsibility 

for the RVP. The RPC will need to work with Waveney to make sure that housing needs 

are met. 75% of respondents wanted more housing. However, a Neighbourhood Plan has 

to be done in order to ensure that we have a say. 

 

Treasurers Report: Ridley Burnett 

Ridley reported that we had been given over £10,000 by charities for the RVP, much of it 

from the Lottery. Because of the sterling work by members of the steering group, in 

particular Sally and John Skinner, we have a surplus of £1000 plus some from the Lottery, 

which would need their agreement to deploy. We would like this money to be spent on 

actioning some of ideas from the RVP. 

 

Handover of RVP to Maxine Hunt, Vice Chair of the RPC Dexter Kirk formally presented the 

RVP to Cllr Maxine Hunt Vice Chair RPC. She thanked him and the team for all their work 

and said that the RPC would be looking at the results and planning ways forward. 



 

Questions and Answers. 

 

1. Sue Manning asked about the planned proposal for 71 houses on the St Felix 

Rugby field.  How could she find out more?  Dexter suggested that she looked at 

the Bidwells website to find out more, or Waveney’s planning website. Sue said 

that many of the residents were older and had neither the access or skills for web 

browsing. Philip replied that the results from the questionnaire showed that there 

are many “silver surfers” in Reydon. He added that residents could look at the 

minutes from RPC meeting to find out about planning proposals. 

2. Somebody asked if some of the money could be spent on Jubilee Green. This has 

taken too long to be seen as a Village Green. Dexter agreed this should happen 

but Maxine added that the green had yet to be handed over even though this 

was due in October. 

3. The Hen Reed Beds, could these be more clearly marked as they are such a 

highlight of Reydon.  Philip said that there should be joined up thinking between 

Reydon and Southwold to develop signs for these amenities. 

4. What’s going to happen at Eastern Bavents as it seems that Government policy is 

to abandon it to the sea? Brian Bailey explained that the Environment Agency will 
not maintain the walls after 2019 so if we want the river to remain as it is and 

continue to be navigable, we will have to have a local solution to maintaining 

and raising the walls after that. It was confirmed by a member of the Blyth Estuary 

Group that raising the walls by an average of 300mm would protect the river for 

the next 100 years .The Environment Agency are working on the Hen Reed Beds 

at present. 

5 Where are the proposed 3 possible sites for the development of affordable 

housing in Reydon? Philip responded, Green Lanes, School Lane and Keans Lane, 

although the Keans Lane option is highly unlikely. They are going to be rental 

properties. . He pointed out that a strategic approach was needed to the 
provision of the new housing that most people want to see and for which quite a 

high level of need was identified. These wishes/needs conflict with the equally 

strong view that the village should not expand beyond its current boundary. 

Therefore the plan calls for a  discussion between Reydon Parish Council and 

Waveney District Council to explore options. Then to test these options in the 

consultation needed to create a Neighbourhood Plan. Dexter  stated that it 

would be good to put planning proposals on the Reydon Website which he 

recommends residents look at. 

6 Affordable houses could be bought by those outside of Reydon as a legal 

requirement i.e. they are not guaranteed for locals. Philip answered that the 

affordable homes would be for people on the housing list. We would have to look 

very carefully at the small print to ensure that the houses for sale could not be 

resold on the open market as happened at Tibby’s Green 

7 This demonstrated the need for a Neighbourhood Plan. Agreed. 

8 It’s great to see so many people here. It’s a shame that only 3 residents turned up 

for the last RPC meeting. People responded, agreeing with this and encouraging 

more attendees. 

9 Guy Mitchell said that it would be good if the RPC can meet everyone in a year’s 

time to see what actions have been taken. This was agreed  and Dexter  said 

that we should have a public meeting again in another few months to see what 

ideas the residents have in relation to actions from the RVP 

 

The meeting ended and refreshments were served. 


